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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OE MISSOURI 
EASTERN DIVISION 


UNITED STATES OE AMERICA, ) 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 

) 

V. ) No. 

) 

TWENTY-ONE THOUSAND, SEVEN ) 

HUNDRED AND EIETY DOEEARS IN ) 

U.S. CURRENCY ($21,750.00), ) 

) 

Defendant. ) 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT OF FORFEITURE 


COMES NOW, Plaintiff, the United States of Ameriea, by and through its attorneys, 
Jeffrey B. Jensen, United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Missouri, and Kyle T. 
Bateman, Assistant United States Attorney, for said district, and for its Verified Complaint for 
Eorfeiture states as follows: 


NATURE OF THE ACTION 

1. This is a civil action in rem brought by the United States of America seeking 
forfeiture of all right, title, and interest in the above-captioned defendant property pursuant Title 
21, United States Code, Section 881(a)(6) and Title 18, United States Code, Sections 981(a)(1)(A) 
and (C). 

2. The defendant property was seized by law enforcement on or about April 21, 2019, and 
is described more fully as twenty-one thousand, seven hundred and fifty dollars in U.S. currency 
($21,750.00) (the “defendant property”). 
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

3. The Court has jurisdiction over this action pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, 
Sections 1345, 1355, and 1395. 

4. Venue is proper pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, Section 1355(b)(1)(A) 
because the acts and omissions giving rise to forfeiture took place in the Eastern District of 
Missouri. Venue is also proper pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, Section 1395(b) because 
the defendant currency was seized in the Eastern District of Missouri. 

STATUTORY FRAMEWORK 

5. Title 21, United States Code, Section 881(a)(6) authorizes the civil forfeiture of 
“all moneys, negotiable instruments, securities, or other things of value furnished or intended to 
be furnished by any person in exchange for a controlled substance or listed chemical in violation 
of this subchapter, all proceeds traceable to such an exchange, and all moneys, negotiable 
instruments, and securities used or intended to be used to facilitate any violation of this 
subchapter.” 

6. Title 18, United States Code, Section 1956(a)(l)(A)(i) criminalizes conducting a 
transaction, including transferring, delivering, or other disposition, knowing that such transaction 
represents the proceeds of some form of unlawful activity and that in fact involves the proceeds of 
a specific unlawful activity, including violations of the Controlled Substances Act, with the intent 
to promote the carrying on of the specified unlawful activity. 

7. Pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, Section 981(a)(1)(A), any property, real 
or personal, involved in a transaction or attempted transaction in violation of section 1956 of Title 
18, or any property traceable to such property, is subject to civil forfeiture. 
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8. Title 18, United States Code, Seetion 1952 eriminalizes traveling in interstate 
eommeree with the intent to distribute the proeeeds of any unlawful activity, including a business 
enterprise involving controlled substances, or otherwise promoting, managing, establishing, carry 
on, or facilitating the promotion, management, establishment, or carrying on, of such unlawful 
activity. 

9. Pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, Section 981(a)(1)(C), any property, real 
or personal, which constitutes or is derived from proceeds traceable to a violation of Title 18, 
United States Code, Section 1952 is subject to civil forfeiture. 

FACTS GIVING RISE TO THE FORFEITURE 

10. Scott Alan Griffith (“Griffith”) is a resident of Fountain, Colorado. 

11. Griffith has prior arrests and convictions related to narcotics possession and 
distribution. 

12. On or about April 21, 2019, Griffith was travelling in a blue Ford F-150 truck 
(“Ford”) headed west on Interstate 70 within the Eastern District of Missouri. 

13. At approximately 11:20 p.m., a Drug Enforcement Administration Task Eorce 
Officer (“TEO”) made a lawful traffic stop of the Eord for traffic violations. 

14. At the time of the stop, Griffith was the driver of the Ford, and Griffith’s juvenile 
daughter was sitting in the front passenger seat. 

15. When officers approached the vehicle, officers could smell burnt marijuana 
emitting from inside the vehicle. 

16. Griffith voluntarily exited the vehicle and agreed to allow the TFO to frisk 
Griffith’s person for weapons, which was met with negative results. 

17. Another officer arrived on scene to assist. 
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18. Griffith voluntarily agreed to sit in the front passenger seat of the TFO’s patrol 
vehicle while the TFO conducted records checks. 

19. While in the patrol vehicle, Griffith told the TFO that he had been in Marion, Ohio, 
to visit family and that he was in a rush to return home to Colorado to retrieve his dog from the 
veterinarian. Griffith told the TFO that he expected the veterinarian bill to be expensive, and that 
Griffith didn’t have enough money to pay the bill. 

20. During the conversation, Griffith was exhibiting signs of significant nervousness, 
including rapid heartbeat, heavy breathing, and avoiding eye contact. 

21. When asked whether Griffith had any large amounts of U.S. currency inside his 
vehicle, Griffith stated that he did not. 

22. When asked whether Griffith had any illegal drugs in the vehicle, Griffith admitted 
that he had some marijuana joints in his vehicle. 

23. Griffith consented to a search of his vehicle. 

24. During the search of the vehicle, officers discovered a black suitcase in the backseat 
area. Officers opened the suitcase and discovered sixteen rubber-banded bundles of U.S. currency 
concealed inside various articles of clothing. Officers also discovered a pack of cigarettes that 
contained what appeared to be three marijuana cigarettes and a bottle of methadone that appeared 
to have been prescribed to Griffith from a clinic in Columbus, Ohio on April 20, 2019. Finally, 
officers observed loose marijuana across the floor and beneath the driver’s seat. 

25. A bundle of U.S. currency was also in Griffith’s right front pocket. Griffith said 
that U.S. currency came from the same location as the U.S. currency in the suitcase. The U.S. 
currency was later counted and determined to be $21,750, primarily in $20 denominations. 

26. Officers read Griffith his rights. Griffith acknowledged his rights and agreed to 
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answer questions from offieers, but refused to sign any paperwork. 

27. Griffith told officers that he was unemployed, but that he worked building green 
houses in Colorado whenever he could. 

28. Griffith told officers that he had purchased a 1963 Impala from an unknown person 
in Ohio approximately one year ago, and he had been making installment payments on the purchase 
ever since. According to Griffith, this person kept possession of the vehicle and the title until 
Griffith paid off the remainder of the purchase price, which was approximately $13,000. Griffith 
then told officers that he had no paperwork related to this purchase arrangement. 

29. Griffith then told officers that he decided to sell the 1963 Impala, but could not 
explain how he was able to sell a vehicle that he neither owned nor possessed. Griffith could also 
not provide any details about the purchaser of the vehicle or the purchase price. 

30. Griffith told officers that the defendant property was comprised of proceeds from 
the sale of the 1963 Impala. Griffith told officers that he did not deposit the defendant property 
into a bank because there were no Wells Fargo bank locations in Ohio. 

31. When officers advised Griffith that there is a Wells Fargo bank in Columbus, Ohio, 
Griffith stated that he wasn’t in Columbus, Ohio. 

32. When officers reminded Griffith that he possessed a methadone bottle prescribed 
to him from a location in Columbus, Ohio, Griffith replied, “Hmm, you are pretty good, maybe I 
should have come up with a different excuse.” 

33. Griffith then told officers that the defendant property was given to him by his 
children, but could not provide any details as to when, where or why his children had given him 
any money. 

34. Griffith admitted to officers that he grows marijuana in Colorado, and discussed 
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transporting marijuana across the country. 

35. Griffith told officers that he had read articles online about highway drug 
interdietion efforts and that he believed his story would “work out.” Griffith then stated that he is 
not “very good at telling stories.” 

36. Griffith then admitted to offieers that he had fabrieated the stories about selling the 
vehicle and receiving money from his children. 

37. A trained, certified and reliable drug deteetion eanine was deployed for a 
discretionary sniff of the defendant property. The canine gave an affirmative response to the 
presenee of a eontrolled substance on the defendant property. 

COUNT ONE - FORFEITURE 

21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6) 

38. The United States incorporates by reference the allegations set forth in paragraphs 
1 to 37 above as if fully set forth herein. 

39. The defendant property is bulk U.S. eurrency that was discovered by law 
enforcement officers in bundles, wrapped in rubber bands, in denominations and a manner that is 
consistent with drug trafficking. In addition, the defendant property was found concealed in 
elothing inside a suitease in a vehicle occupied by Griffith, who provided inconsistent stories of 
its source, ownership and intended use. Griffith has a eriminal history related to narcotics 
possession and distribution. Finally, a trained, eertified and reliable nareoties eanine alerted 
positively to the presence of a controlled substance on the defendant property. 

40. Based on the foregoing, the defendant property is subject to forfeiture pursuant to 
Title 21, United States Code, Section 881(a)(6) as money furnished or intended to be furnished in 
exchange for a eontrolled substanee, as proceeds traeeable to sueh an exchange, and as money to 
be used to facilitate a violation of the Controlled Substances Act. 
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COUNT TWO - FORFEITURE 

18 U.S.C. § 981(a)(1)(A) 

41. The United States incorporates by reference the allegations set forth in paragraphs 
1 to 37 above as if fully set forth herein. 

42. The defendant property is proceeds of an unlawful activity involving controlled 
substances and was transported through the Eastern District of Missouri by Griffith with the intent 
to promote the carrying on of a specified unlawful activity. 

43. Based on the foregoing, the defendant property is subject to forfeiture, pursuant to 
Title 18, United Stated Code, Section 981(a)(1)(A) as property involved in a transaction or 
attempted transaction in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1956, or as property 
traceable to such property. 

COUNT THREE - FORFEITURE 

18 U.S.C. § 981(a)(1)(C) 

44. The United States incorporates by reference the allegations set forth in Paragraphs 
1 to 37 above as if fully set forth herein. 

45. The defendant property is proceeds of an unlawful activity involving controlled 
substances that travelled with Griffith in interstate commerce with the intent to distribute it, and 
otherwise promote, manage, establish, carry on, or facilitate the promotion, management, 
establishment, or carrying on, of an unlawful activity involving controlled substances. 

46. Based on the foregoing, the defendant property is subject to forfeiture, pursuant to 
Title 18, United Stated Code, Section 981(a)(1)(C) as property that constitutes or is derived from 
proceeds traceable to a violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1952. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 
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WHEREFORE, the United States of America prays that a Warrant for Arrest be issued in 
rem for the defendant currency and the defendant currency be condemned and forfeited to the 
United States of America, in accordance with the provisions of law; and that the United States of 
America be awarded its costs in this action, and have such other relief as provided by law and the 
nature of the case may require. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JEFFREY B. JENSEN 

United States Attorney 


/s/ Kyle T. Bateman _ 

KYLE T. BATEMAN, #996646DC 
Assistant United States Attorney 
111 South Tenth Street, 20th Floor 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102 
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vfrification 

I, Bryan M. Thomas, hereby verify and declare under penalty of penury that I am a Task 
Force Officer with the Drug Enforcement Administration, that I have read the forego,ng Verified 
Complaint and know the contents thereof, and that the matters contained in the Verified 

Complaint are true to my own knowledge and belief. 

The sources of my knowledge and information and the grounds of my belief are the official 

files and records of the United States, information supplied to me by other law enforcement 
officers, as well as my investigation of this case, together with others, as a Task Force Officer 

with the Drug Enforcement Administration. 

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. ■ 1746,1 declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true 


and correct. 
Executed on; 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


, ) 

plaintiff, ) 

) 

V. ) Case No. 

$21,750.00 U.S. Currency ) 

) 

defendant. ) 


ORIGINAL FILING FORM 

THIS FORM MUST BE COMPLETED AND VERIFIED BY THE FILING PARTY WHEN 
INITIATING A NEW CASE. 

-THIS CAUSE, OR A SUBSTANTIALLY EQUIVALENT COMPLAINT, WAS 

PREVIOUSLY FILED IN THIS COURT AS CASE NUMBER_ 

AND ASSIGNED TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE_. 

I^NEITHER THIS CAUSE, NOR A SUBSTANTIALLY EQUIVALENT COMPLAINT, 
PREVIOUSLY HAS BEEN FILED IN THIS COURT, AND THEREFORE MAY BE 
OPENED AS AN ORIGINAL PROCEEDING. 


The undersigned affirms that the information provided above is true and correct. 


Date- 09/20/2019 

"- /s/ Kyle T. Bateman 


Signature of Filing Party 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OE MISSOURI 
EASTERN DIVISION 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 

) 

V. ) No. 

) 

TWENTY-ONE THOUSAND, SEVEN ) 

HUNDRED AND FIFTY DOLLARS IN ) 

U.S. CURRENCY ($21,750.00), ) 

) 

Defendant. ) 


WARRANT FOR ARREST OF PROPERTY 

TO: THE UNITED STATES MARSHAL AND/OR ANY OTHER DULY AUTHORIZED 
LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF MISSOURI 

Whereas, on September 20, 2019, the United States of America filed a Verified Complaint 

for Civil Forfeiture in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Missouri, 

against the above-named defendant property, alleging that said property is subject to seizure and 

civil forfeiture to the United States for the reasons mentioned in the complaint; and 

WHEREAS, the defendant property is currently in the possession, custody, or control of 

the United States; and 

WHEREAS, in these circumstances. Supplemental Rule G(3)(b)(i) directs the Clerk of the 
Court to issue an arrest warrant in rem for the arrest of the defendant property; and 

WHEREAS, Supplemental Rule G(3)(c) provides that the warrant of arrest in rem must be 
delivered to a person or organization authorized to execute it; 

NOW THEREFORE, you are hereby commanded to arrest the above-named defendant 


property by serving a copy of this warrant on the custodian in whose possession, custody, or 
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control the property is presently found, and to use whatever means may be appropriate to protect 
and maintain it in your custody until further order of this Court, 

YOU ARE FURTHER COMMANDED, promptly after execution of this process, to file 
the same in this Court with your return thereon, identifying the individuals upon whom copies 
were served and the manner employed. 

GREGORY J. LINHARES, CLERK 

United States Distriet Court 

By: _ 

Deputy Clerk 

Date; _ 




